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NEXT updates timeline, budget for
fuel plant
! Anna Del Savio

 
" June 17 2021

NEXT Renewable Fuels now aiming for 2024 opening for Port Westward fuel
production facility

After signing a lease with the Port of
Columbia County in 2019, a biofuel
company now says it won't open a
production facility near Clatskanie until
2024.

At the time the lease was approved, NEXT
Renewable Fuels Inc.'s then-president, Lou
Soumas, said the facility would be up and
running by late 2021 or early 2022.

That start date has now been delayed by years, and the project cost has nearly doubled as
well.

Executive Chairman Chris Efird said that the delayed opening is due in part to the
pandemic, which slowed down work in every aspect of the project.

But the delay, pushing the expected start
date out three years from the original plan, is
far longer than the pandemic.

Efird served on the company's board of
directors while Soumas was president, but
he has taken on a more active role in recent
months. The board fired Soumas after he
was arrested on child sex abuse charges in
Texas in late 2020.

Soumas' legal troubles "threw us for a little
bit of a loop, but we dealt with it, and we
moved on," Efird said.

"The good news is nobody wants this thing
to happen fast more than me or our
investors," Efird said.

Efird said that some of the initial timelines
may have been "a bit overly optimistic."

"I think there was a certain amount of not knowing what you don't know," he said.

"It's a big project, being permitted in a part of the country where frankly, the reputation is
energy projects go there to die," Efird said.

Efird said that since getting more involved in the day-to-day operations of the project and
the local community, he's seen "a lot of expectation and hope around the project."

Efird said that although the project is taking years to come to fruition, there is constant
work being done behind the scenes.
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The project is moving forward, "not necessarily as fast as we would have liked for it to, but
the reality is, it is moving forward," he added. "It didn't die. We kept it going, and now I
think we've got some real wind behind us."

Two years ago, the project was estimated to cost $1.1 billion. The latest estimates are
nearing $2 billion.

Efird said the original plans were to build three production units, each able to produce
12,500 barrels of fuel each day, and leave room to build a fourth unit later on, to eventually
reach a total 50,000 barrels per day.

But through the engineering process, the team realized they could reach 50,000 barrels per
day with the initial three units, if those units were improved.

The project budget also includes a larger contingency, Efird said, in part because of the
rising costs of building materials.

NEXT has also said they won't take any tax breaks on the project. Typically, new business
projects can apply for temporary property tax exemptions if they'll be bringing jobs and
boosting the local economy. NEXT estimated annual state and local taxes will add up to
more than $45 million.

A D V E R T I S I N G | Continue reading below

Originally, Soumas estimated that NEXT would employ about 200 full-time workers at the
Port Westward plant. Latest estimates have the facility employing closer to 240 people,
once it finally opens.

The company has submitted major permit applications with state and federal regulatory
agencies and expects those agencies will open up public comment periods this fall, for
permit approval in early 2022.

Efird told port commissioners last month that because of soil conditions at Port Westward,
wetland mitigation will be the biggest permitting challenge for the project. NEXT is under
contract to purchase 400 to 450 acres to use as wetland mitigation, near the roughly 120
acres used for the facility.

NEXT also plans to host public forums over the summer and this fall, but details haven't
been announced.

Efird said NEXT is continuing with their initial plans to host a training program on-site prior
to beginning operations. NEXT is working with firms that specialize in developing training
programs for similar industrial operations, primarily in the Gulf Coast.

"It is still our intention to hire from the local community; to recruit, train and hire in the
greater Clatskanie/Columbia County area," Efird said.
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Efird was hesitant to define how much education or experience would be required for the
majority of the jobs.

"We're not planning on having necessarily a big experience threshold. The simple reality is
there aren't any other refineries in Oregon," Efird noted.

UFCW Local 555, a union representing more than 25,000 workers in manufacturing,
grocery stores, healthcare and other fields in Oregon and SW Washington, has a "card
check" agreement with NEXT, meaning that NEXT will maintain neutrality in any union
organizing efforts and allow UFCW to hold meetings on site outside of work hours, and
UFCW will not disparage NEXT or picket on site.

NEXT also has an agreement with the Columbia Pacific Building Trades Council and Pacific
Northwest Regional Council of Carpenters for construction of the facility.

The fuel that NEXT will produce is a drop-in replacement for traditional diesel fuel, made
from used cooking oil, animal fat, and vegetable and seed oils.

More biofuel production projects have been announced around the country in recent
months, increasing the demand for the feedstock that NEXT needs.
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"One of the reasons that we got into this business was we felt that renewable diesel was
going to become kind of the biofuel of choice," for heavy transport, Efird said. "So we have
been predicting for a while, that as more and more people started to see the value of a
drop-in replacement fuel and adopt that fuel, that there would be more plants that would
need to come online to meet the demand."

The vegetable and seed oils have a higher carbon intensity, meaning more emissions.
That's because those oils are from plants that are grown just to be used for fuel
production, whereas the used cooking oils and animal fats are waste products.

NEXT signed a feedstock supply agreement with BP early in the planning stages.

To avoid overusing the rail line that runs along U.S. Highway 30 — a constant concern for
environmental activists and many residents — Efird said the company will try to transport
more feedstock via ship or barge. Initially, Efird told commissioners, the plan is to have
60% of feedstock come via water, and 40% via rail. The heavier feedstocks, like used
cooking oils and animal fats, would mostly come by rail from U.S. locations, while the less
dense materials will come on ships from international sources.

"What we're planning for is that — at startup, at least — a larger portion of the feedstock
than perhaps we figured will be coming domestically from the U.S., and then a smaller
portion additionally internationally," Efird said, adding that he expects that to balance out in
the coming years as more feedstocks become available.

"I'd be very happy on startup if most of the feedstock was coming in over the dock from
international sources or other places. That'd be great. I think realistically, a significant
portion of the feedstock will be domestic, and so we want to plan accordingly for that," he
added.

ALSO ON PAMPLIN MEDIA

2 days ago 2 comments

Zero out Oregon's PERS 
crisis, Local Opinion, 
Prineville local Opinion, …

Zero out Oregon's

Zero out Oregon's

PERS crisis

PERS crisis

• a day ago 1 comment

Mt. Hood Meadows 
recognized for success in 
COVID-19 safety …

Mt.

Mt.

 Hood

 Hood

 Meadows

 Meadows

recognized

recognized

 for

 for

 …

 …

• 2 days ago 3 comments

COVID Silver Linings in
Portland and across the
state, Local News, …

COVID

COVID

 Silver

 Silver

 Linings

 Linings

Portland

Portland

 and

 and

 across

 across

•

Powered by Disqus

What do you think?
0 Responses

Upvote

 

Funny

 

Love

 

Surprised

 

Angry

 

Sad

 

!
0 Comments Pamplin Media 🔒 Privacy Policy Login#1

t Tweet f Share Sort by Best

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS 

Name

Start the discussion…

?

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your sited Do Not Sell My Data⚠

Pamplin Media Comment Policy
Comments are welcomed and encouraged on this site.
Please read our Comment Policy before commenting.

 Recommend)

#

DAILY NEWS WHERE YOU LIVE
Beaverton Hillsboro Prineville
Clackamas Lake Oswego Sandy
Canby Madras Sellwood
Columbia Co. Milwaukie Sherwood
Estacada Molalla Tigard
Forest Grove Newberg Tualatin
Gladstone Oregon City West Linn
Gresham Portland Wilsonville
King City Portland SE Woodburn
Happy Valley Portland SW
 

SPECIAL INTEREST
Biz Trib Public Notices City Club
FM 101 KXL Wheels Offroad Corner

Latest Comments Social Media
 

Search Articles  Search

INSIDERS

https://www.instagram.com/p/CQMxIgQh-
swB/… (Read more)

JUN 16 SHARE: ! "

Bugatti's Ristorante
Follow#

$

Powered by Friends2Follow

+

NEW Small Business Cash Relief!
The Columbia County Economic Team
has small business grants available to
qualifying businesses.

New! Small Business Cash Relief!
The Columbia County Economic Team,
Columbia Paci;c Economic
Development District and Business
Oregon just announced a fresh, new
grant fund to…

Dynamite Times
Brought to you by Eric Dahlgren -
Dahlgren's Do-It-Best - BUILDING
SUPPLY INSIDER

Dahlgren's: Thank you, customers!
Brought to you by Eric Dahlgren -
Dahlgren's Do-It-Best - BUILDING
SUPPLY INSIDER

We're here for you and your spring projects,
and we've still got chicks!

Brought to you by Eric Dahlgren -
Dahlgren's Do-It-Best - BUILDING
SUPPLY INSIDER

Dahlgren's is open
Brought to you by Eric Dahlgren -
Dahlgren's Do-It-Best - BUILDING
SUPPLY INSIDER

CONTRACT PUBLISHING

Our Publications

Portland Metro Area
Portland Tribune
Beaverton Valley Times 
Tigard Tualatin Times 
Lake Oswego Review 
West Linn Tidings 
Wilsonville Spokesman 
Hillsboro Tribune 
Forest Grove News Times 
Newberg Graphic 
Clackamas Review 
Oregon City News 
The Outlook 
Sandy Post 
Estacada News 
Canby Herald 
Woodburn Independent 
Molalla Pioneer 
Columbia County Spotlight 
Regal Courier 
Sherwood Gazette 
The Bee 
Southwest Community Connection

Central Oregon
Madras Pioneer 
Central Oregonian

Obituaries
Submit an Obituary

Business Tribune
Columns 
Public Notices 
Oregon Property Foreclosures
Business Calendar 
Business Leads 
News Links 
Plan Center 
Marketing

Columns 
Public Notices 
Oregon Property Foreclosures
Business Calendar 
Business Leads 
News Links 
Plan Center 
Marketing

Contract Publishing
Printing and Distribution Services

Special Publications
Public Notices

Digital Advertising
Digital Marketing Solutions

Shop Local
Weekly Ads
This Week's Circulars
Find your Next Vehicle 
Special Sections 
Insiders

Submit
News Tips
Letters to the Editor 
Births | Anniversaries | Weddings |
Engagements | Business | Birthday |
Obituaries
Community Calendar

Subscribe Today!
Click Here

Advertise with Us
Current Job Openings

Connect with Us!

  

© 2021 Pamplin Media Group | All rights reserved | 6605 SE Lake Rd, Portland, OR 97222 | 503-684-0360 | Privacy Policy | Refund Policy

JSN Time 2 is designed by JoomlaShine.com | powered by JSN Sun Framework

HOME NEWS OPINION SPORTS OBITS BUSINESS SHOP LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS EVENTS ABOUT US SUBSCRIBE

anna

https://pamplinmedia.com/#facebook
https://pamplinmedia.com/#twitter
https://pamplinmedia.com/#google_plus
https://pamplinmedia.com/#email
https://pamplinmedia.com/#linkedin
https://pamplinmedia.com/scs/83-news/512439-409750-oregon-water-suppliers-brace-for-chlorine-shortage
https://pamplinmedia.com/scs/83-news/512200-409609-oregon-65000-shots-shy-of-lifting-covid-19-limits-by-july-4
https://pamplinmedia.com/scs-adv-insiders/490767-394624-new-small-business-cash-relief-pwoff
https://pamplinmedia.com/scs-adv-insiders/483100-389650-new-small-business-cash-relief-pwoff
https://pamplinmedia.com/scs-adv-insiders/474606-383693-dynamite-times
https://pamplinmedia.com/scs-adv-insiders/467955-378952-dahlgrens-thank-you-customers
https://pamplinmedia.com/scs-adv-insiders/465031-376900-were-here-for-you-and-your-spring-projects-and-weve-still-got-chicks
https://pamplinmedia.com/scs-adv-insiders/460996-374757-dahlgrens-is-open
http://www.pamplinmedia.com/obituaries
https://pamplinmedia.com/business-tribune
http://shopping.pamplinmedia.com/
https://www.pamplincirculation.com/
https://www.pamplindigitalmedia.com/get-in-touch/
https://www.pamplindigitalmedia.com/careers/

